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DENISIQI SERVICES SOCIETY 

240 B NORTH MACKENZIE AVENUE  WILLIAMS LAKE, BC    V2G 1N6 
PHONE:  250-392-6500    TOLL FREE BC ONLY: 1-877-251-6566 

PREVENTION & SUPPORT FAX:  250-392-6501    DELEGATED SERVICES FAX:  250-392-6510 
WEBSITE:  www.denisiqi.org   

NEWSLETTER 
August 2016 

 

The August 2016 edition of the Denisiqi Newsletter 

is dedicated to the memory of former Director, the 

Late Marvin Alexander.   

Marvin originally started on the Steering Committee 

for Denisiqi with the first meeting being held in 

September of 2003.   

He became an official member of our Board of 

Directors in January 2006 and was a dedicated 

member until January 2016.   

He will be remembered for his quiet and insightful 

manner and will be missed by many. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Wellness Program 

Denisiqi has hosted 2 Family Wellness Programs this last 

quarter.  

The first was held in April and was well received by the 

participants.  There were 10 participants who completed 

the program.  The second program was held in June with a 

total of 6 completing. 

The Family Wellness Program focuses on parenting and 

covers topics such as Traditional Beliefs & Practices, 

Child Development, and Attachment & Bonding.   

We have invited various guest speakers such as Kerry 

Chelsea presenting the Medicine Wheel, and the Cariboo 

Chilcotin Partners for Literacy presenting an Introduction 

to Financial Literacy Workshop. 

There is no cost to take the program and we have had 

participants who have attended more than one program.  

Past participants have all commented on how much they 

learned and enjoyed the program.  The program can also 

be offered in the Chilcotin communities and Ulkatcho.   

Call the office and ask for Carolyn Charleyboy (ext. 245) 

if you are interested in hosting a program in your 

community. 

 

  Check out our Facebook Page  and Website (www.denisiqi.org) for up-to-date activities and staff schedules in-community 

http://www.denisiqi.org/
http://www.denisiqi.org/
http://www.denisiqi.org/
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Executive Director Update 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  Chief Ervin Charleyboy, Tsi Del Del is 

the new President as of April, 2016.  Chief Francis Laceese, 

Tl’esqox remains as the Vice-President and Agnes Haller, 

Yunesit’in remains as the Secretary-Treasurer.  The other board 

members are:  Marilyn Baptiste, Xeni Gwet’in, Judy Cahoose, 

Ulkatcho, and Norma-Jean Stump, ?Esdilagh. 

CANADIAN HUMAN RIGHTS TRIBUNAL DECISION:  Denisiqi 

received an immediate remedies allocation of $165,163 as a 

result of the First Nations Child and Family Caring 

Society/Assembly of First Nations Human Rights complaint.  In 

that case the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal found that the 

Canadian government is racially discriminating against 163,000 

First Nations children and their families by providing flawed and 

inequitable child welfare services ("FNCFS Program") and failing 

to implement Jordan's Principle to ensure equitable access to 

government services available to other children. 

As a result of the decision the federal government is going to be 

overhauling their FN Child and Family Service policy and funding 

directive 20-1.  The news to date is:  

 the Minister of INAC is on record as committing to the 
FNCFS overhaul; 

 the government will host a national symposium on the 
policy this fall in Ontario;  

 regional public engagement sessions will occur in each 
province (although what those sessions will look like 
has not been confirmed), and these sessions will be 
tailored to each region for community and agency 
involvement; 

 a federal representative will be discussing the overhaul 
with the delegated aboriginal agencies; and  

 there is uncertainty on the allocations for the upcoming 
fiscal year.   

The immediate relief funds have been budgeted for the opening 

of two satellite offices in community and the addition of two 

new social workers.   Work is still required to ensure those offices 

are maintained. 

DELEGATION: Jo-Ann Ronnenkamp and I have been working 

diligently to move the process along for Denisiqi to achieve 

Guardianship Delegation.  The major challenge has been the 

stopping and starting that occurs with change in personnel – 

within the Ministry of Children and Development (locally and 

provincially).  I am very optimistic that we will achieve 

guardianship by the end of November, 2016.  Denisiqi is 

scheduling community information sessions about Guardianship 

Delegation in September and October, 2016.  Two primary jobs 

to accomplish are ensuring we meet the criteria – that 

assessment is being conducted by Glen Viegas, Operations 

Analyst, of Aboriginal Service Branch of MCF; and the signing of 

a MCF/Denisiqi Protocol and the delegation enabling 

agreement. 

DENISIQI GOVERNANCE AND OPERATIONS:  Denisiqi will be 

having their Annual General Assembly on September 30, 2016 

and a joint strategic planning session with the Board of Directors 

and the staff on October 6 and 7, 2016.  Notice of the time and 

place of the AGM will be sent to all communities and service 

organizations. 

DENISIQI SERVICES PROGRAMS (DELEGATED AND NON-

DELEGATED):  All Denisiqi staff rotate their participation in 

community and urban community activities such as the Health 

Fairs hosted by each community and TNG; career days, 

information sharing at the Tsi Del Del OASIS, Victim Services 

Information days at Williams Lake Secondary and Thompson 

Rivers University. 

The Aboriginal Supported Child Development, Aboriginal 

Supported Infant Development, Aboriginal Child and Youth 

Mental Outreach Services shut down the same time as the 

schools.  The staff provides summer programming at 

community events and cultural camps for the parents and 

children in those settings.  They have been to the Stuie 

Gathering, All Nations Gathering at Siwash, Yunesit’in 

Immersion Camp, Redstone Siwash Camp, and Henry’s 

Crossing.   

The Early Childhood Education program has hosted Family 

Drop-In every Friday from 10 – 2 pm.  Grace Cahoose facilitates 

those sessions and the parents and children have gone out berry 

picking, sage picking and doing arts and crafts in the community 

wellness room when they are not out on the land. 

 

Colleen Sill picking sage at Farwell Canyon 
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The program schedules for the upcoming school year will be 

sent out to all communities and service organizations by the end 

of August, 2016.   

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES:  Denisiqi has posted for 

social workers and the deadline may be extended beyond the 

closing date of August 19
th

.  Denisiqi will be posting for an 

Aboriginal Supported Child Development/Youth Worker in the 

next couple of weeks.  Job descriptions are available upon 

request.  Potential applicants are encouraged to view our 

website at www.denisiqi.org to learn more about us. 

Nun Yaz Daycare is re-opening September 6, 2016 and it is open 

to anyone.  Assistance with filling out childcare subsidy 

applications is available.  Denisiqi has hired Eileen Rosette as our 

new Daycare Worker.  Eileen is from Dog Creek (Stswecem’c 

Xgat’tem) and completed her 500 hour practicum at Denisiqi 

then went to work in her community.  We are very happy to 

welcome her back.  Eileen will be instituting some new First 

Nations Culture and Language and Montessori themes into the 

curriculum.   

EMPLOYMENT TRANSITIONS: Linda Hillegeist has gone from 

full time as Denisiqi Finance Manager to contracted financial 

services.  She is in our office two days of the week (and may 

come in as needed depending on the workload).  Elaine 

Yablonski is being trained to assist in the finance department to 

respond to the administration of accounts payable/receivable.  

The highlight of the audit season is that Denisiqi’s audit was 

completed in 7 hours due to Linda’s diligence.   

 

 

Upcoming Programs 

Family Wellness Program (FWP) Facilitated by:  Carolyn 

Charleyboy, Grace Cahoose, and Orrie Charleyboy 

SEPTEMBER - Tsi Deldel 

Sept 12 – 15 & 20-22, 2016  

1:00 – 3:00 on Monday Sept. 12; all other days - 9:30 – 3:00  

Register with Marilyn Charleyboy at 250-481-3335 

OCTOBER – DSS Williams Lake 

Oct 18-20 & 25-27, 2016 from 9:30 – 3:00  

Register with Carolyn and Grace at 250-392-6500 

NOVEMBER - Ulkatcho  

Nov 21-24 & 29-30 & Dec 1, 2016 

1:00 – 3:00 on Nov 21; all other days - 9:30 – 3:00 

Register with Terri Smith phone 250-742-3237 or 

Yvonne Lowen at 250-742-3260 ext. 216 

 

 

 

 

 

Pathways to Power (P2P) Facilitated by:  Neil Burrows and 

Carolyn Charleyboy 

SEPTEMBER - Alexis Creek Community Hall in Alexis Creek 

Sept 26 – 29, 2016 from 9:30 – 3:00 

Register with Carolyn at 250-392-6500 or Community Partner 

(still working out details). 

1. NOVEMBER – DSS Williams Lake 

2. Nov 15-18, 2016 from 9:30 – 3:00 

Register with Carolyn at 250-392-6500 

All Nations Gathering - Siwash 

 
Carolyn Charleyboy & Orrie Charleyboy 

 
  

Language Corner 

In the Tsilhqot’in language: 

July- Jas za- The Month of The Spring Salmon 

August-ts’emanza- The Month of The Pink Salmon 

September- dandzex ?iza- The Month of The Humpback Salmon 

  

http://www.denisiqi.org/
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Family Support Workers (FSW) in your communities are: 
 
Deena Johnson, FSW 
 Xeni Gwet’in First Nations Government 
 Phone:  250-394-7023 

Beverly Quilt, Family Support Worker 
 Yunesit’in Government (Stone) 
 Phone:  250-394-4295 

Shirley Grambush Johnny, Family Support Worker 
 Toosey Indian Band (Tl’esqox) 
 Phone:  250-659-5655 

 
Marilyn Charleyboy, Family Support Worker 
 Alexis Creek Indian Band (Tsi Deldel) 
 Phone:  250-481-3335 

Yvonne Lowen, Family Support Worker 
 Ulkatcho First Nation 
 Phone:  250-742-3288 

or Contact Joan Charleyboy at  

 250-392-6500 ext. 234 

 

Cultural Events & Activities 

Denisiqi staff have hosted and participated in a number of Cultural Events & Activities this last quarter.  They included Infant 

Massage in both Toosey and Yunesit’in, Baby Basket Making in Ulkatcho, the Pathways to Power Program in Ulkatcho and 

Xeni, the 40
th
 Annual Elders Gathering, Stuie Gathering and the All Nations Gathering at Siwash. 

 

 
Forming the baby basket - Ulkatcho May 2016 

 
The finished basket 

 

 
40th BC Elders Gathering - Grand Entry 

 
Wild West Show – Bull Riding 
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King James Lulua and Queen Dinah Lulua 

 

 
DSS CCATEC sponsored Summer Student Kaylee Billyboy, 

All Nations Gathering at Siwash 
 

Family Drop-in 

Grace Cahoose, ECE Outreach Worker, hosts a Family 

Drop-in on Fridays from 10:00 to 12:00.  There are a 

variety of activities including open group discussions on 

parenting issues and supports, arts & crafts, field trips, 

etc.  The group comes together to provide supports to 

each other and have open discussions on child rearing. 

They have gone on a couple field trips which included 

travelling to Farwell Canyon to pick sage, berry picking 

on the old Soda Creek Road, and attending local 

gatherings.   

One of the most often asked question is “Do we have to 

be involved with the ministry to attend?”  And the 

answer is absolutely not, the family drop-in is open to 

anyone who wants to participate.  Please join us! 

 

Come and Join us at Family Drop-Ins Every Friday  

Events that take place can be, but are not limited to: Picking Berries, Making Medicine 

Bags, Beading, Cultural Activities, and attending Culture Camps 

 
If you have any questions please contact Grace Cahoose @ Denisiqi 250-392-6500 ext.237

At the Elders Gathering - TRU 
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Word Search  
Search for the words and circle.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Childhood Development 

A very important part of raising children is the 

attachment between you and your child.  But 

what is attachment?  Below is an article from 

the Caring for Kids website 

(http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/atta

chment) which explains what attachment is and 

why it is so important to the health and well-

being of your child. 

 

Attachment: A connection for life 

Attachment is the deep emotional bond between a baby and the 

person who provides most of his care. Just as most parents feel 

a strong connection with their newborn after birth, babies also 

become attached to their parents. Attachment takes place 

throughout a child’s development, but this document focuses on 

babies. 

:: Highlights 

 Attachment develops as you respond to your baby’s 

needs in warm, sensitive and consistent ways.  

 While a baby’s first attachment is usually with her 

mother, the bonds that babies form with their fathers 

are just as important. 

 Attachment is essential to long-term emotional health. 

Attachment develops as you respond to your baby’s needs in 

warm, sensitive and consistent ways. This is especially 

important when your baby is sick, upset or distressed. 

Attachment also builds as you go about your daily routines with 

your baby, caring for her and interacting with her. 

A baby’s first attachment usually happens quite naturally. Your 

baby cries, and you try to give him what he needs: a feeding, a 

cuddle, a diaper change, or just holding him. When you 

respond, your baby learns that he can trust you, and depend on 

you for comfort and to feel safe. As you get better at knowing 

what your baby is telling you and meeting his needs, your baby 

feels less stress. 

http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/attachment
http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/attachment
http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/colic_and_crying
http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/colic_and_crying
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Responding quickly to a baby’s cries is the best way to show 

her that she is safe and loved. It should not be confused with 

“spoiling”. Babies cannot be spoiled. When they’re sick, upset 

or distressed, they need to know that you are there for them. 

Attachment involves two people interacting, sharing, and 

connecting. So as you respond to your baby’s needs, your baby 

will respond to you: You’ll notice that it becomes easier to 

soothe her, that she wants to be near you, and that she reacts to 

you even from a distance. Holding, rocking or talking softly to 

your baby all promote attachment. 

While a baby’s first attachment is usually with her mother, the 

bonds that babies form with their fathers are just as important. 

Though babies form attachment relationships with other adults 

who care for them, the bonds with their parents are the most 

important ones. 

Why is attachment important? 

Secure or healthy attachment is the foundation that lets your 

child explore the world and have a safe place to come back to. 

Attachment is the first way that babies learn to organize their 

feelings and their actions, by looking to the person who 

provides them with care and comfort. Attachment is essential to 

long-term emotional health. 

Healthy attachment will help your child handle situations as she 

grows older, such as separating from you (starting child care or 

school), cooperating with other children, and 

developing self-control. Attachment also helps your 

child learn how to trust other people, so it’s an 

important part of developing healthy relationships 

later in life. 

How do I know my baby is developing a 

secure attachment? 

The early signs that a secure attachment is forming 

are some of a parent’s greatest rewards: 

 By 4 weeks, your baby will respond to your smile, perhaps 

with a facial expression or a movement. 

 By 3 months, she’ll smile right back at you. 

 By 4 to 6 months, she will turn to you and expect you to 

respond when she’s upset. 

 By 7 or 8 months, she’ll have a special response just for you 

when her visual memory shows marked development (she 

may also be upset by strangers). Your baby may also start to 

respond to your stress, anger or sadness. 

If your baby doesn’t respond to you, show interest in people or 

make eye contact, make an appointment with her doctor. 

My child is in daycare. Does that mean she won’t be 

“attached” to me? 

Babies can develop secure attachment with more than one 

important adult in their lives, including a child care provider. 

This doesn’t affect the special relationship babies have with 

their parents. 

Sometimes I have trouble meeting my baby’s needs. 

What should I do? 

“My baby won’t stop crying!” 

There are times when even the most caring parent can’t soothe 

a baby’s cries. Remember that in the first three months, all 

babies go through a period when they cry more than at any 

other time. This is common to babies all over the world. 

Keep responding to your baby in a warm and sensitive way. 

But if the crying becomes too much, and nothing you do helps, 

it’s OK to walk away for a moment. Just be sure your baby is 

safe in her crib, or with another caring adult. Read our piece on 

Colic and crying for more information. If you are worried or 

stressed by your baby’s crying, get help. 

“Our family is going through some rough times.” 

Sometimes there other problems that make it hard for parents to 

care for their baby. Illness in a family—whether it’s the mother 

herself, a sibling, or another family member—can make it 

difficult to care for a new baby. Being separated for 

long periods of time can also cause stress. 

“I can’t tell what my baby needs.” 

Sometimes babies have issues that make attachment 

difficult. Some babies have trouble making their 

needs understood. They may have health problems, 

be irritable, or hard to read. If this is the case, speak 

to your doctor about what you can do. 

“I think I may be depressed.” 

Mothers who are depressed may have trouble being loving and 

caring all the time. If depression is not treated, it can affect how 

attachment develops. Babies who don’t develop a healthy 

attachment may have behaviour or development problems later 

in childhood. 

If you think you are depressed, or feel that you cannot take care 

of your baby, it’s important to tell someone. If you’re the 

partner of a mother who seems depressed, or is having trouble 

taking care of her baby, it’s also important to reach out. Talk to 

your doctor, nurse, midwife, or contact your local public health 

office for a listing of services in your area. 

Sources: 

 Well Beings: A Guide to Health in Child Care 

 The Canadian Paediatric Society Guide to Caring for Your 

Child from Birth to Age 5 

https://bookstore.cps.ca/stock/details/well-beings-a-guide-to-health-in-child-care-3rd-edition
https://bookstore.cps.ca/stock/details/cps-guide-to-caring-for-your-child-from-birth-to-age-five
https://bookstore.cps.ca/stock/details/cps-guide-to-caring-for-your-child-from-birth-to-age-five
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Denisiqi Services Society  

Staff Extensions & Email Contact Info 

 

 Nancy Sandy 

Executive Director 

 Ext. 226  Email:  nancy@denisiqi.org 

 Linda Hillegeist 

Finance Manager 

 Ext 243  Email:  linda@denisiqi.org 

 Elaine Yablonski 

Administrative Assistant 

 Ext 221  Email:  elaine@denisiqi.org 

 Joan Charleyboy 

Family Care Manager 

 Ext 234  Email:  joan@denisiqi.org 

 Yvonne Lowen 

Ulkatcho Family Support Worker 

Email:  yvonne@denisiqi.org 

 Jo-Ann Ronnenkamp 

Voluntary Services Supervisor 

 Ext 225  Email:  jo-ann@denisiqi.org 

 Dolly Wycotte 

Voluntary Services Social Worker 

 Ext 228  Email:  dolly@denisiqi.org 

 Charlene Smythe 

Voluntary Services Social Worker 

 Ext 224  Email:  charlene@denisiqi.org 

 Kerry Chelsea 

Aboriginal Family Group Conference Coordinator 

 Ext 223  Email:  kerry@denisiqi.org 

 Orrie Charleyboy 

Cultural Enhancement Worker 

 Ext 229  Email:  orrie@denisiqi.org 

 Francy Elkins 

Voluntary Services Admin Assistant 

 Ext 227  Email:  francy@denisiqi.org 

 Stella Stump 

Aboriginal Infant Development Program 

 Ext 241  Email:  stella@denisiqi.org 

 Charlotte Frank 

Aboriginal Supported Child Development 

 Ext 240  Email:  charlotte@denisiqi.org 

 Grace Cahoose 

Early Childhood Development Outreach 

 Ext 237  Email:  grace@denisiqi.org 

Denisiqi Services Society  

Staff Extensions & Email Contact Info 

 

 Eileen Rosette 

Nun Yaz Daycare ECE 

 Ext 232  Email:  eileen@denisiqi.org 

 Neil Burrows 

ACYMH Team Leader 

Ext 230  Email:  neil@denisiqi.org 

 Carmen Mutschele 

Child and Youth Counsellor  

Ext 236  Email:  carmen@denisiqi.org 

 Tracy Davison 

Child and Youth Counsellor 

 Ext 242   Email:  tracy@denisiqi.org 

 Traveena Alexis 

Wellness / Intake Worker 

 Ext 239  Email:  traveena@denisiqi.org 

 Terri Smith 

Ulkatcho School-based Worker 

 Email:  terri@denisiqi.org 

 Carolyn Charleyboy 

Community Enrichment Worker  

 Ext 245  Email:  carolyn@denisiqi.org 

 TBA 

Children’s Outreach Worker  

 Ext   Email:  tba @denisiqi.org 


